
Your guide to government-provided health coverage.

Medicare and Medicaid can feel complex, but understanding the basics can 
make it easier to navigate your options. Whether you or a loved one is new to or 
familiar with Medicare or Medicaid, you'll likely have questions. This guide can 
help you understand how each program works and whether you may be eligible 
for coverage, so you can make more confident decisions about your care.

Understanding Medicare 
and Medicaid

Heather, patient since 2018

Please see Important Safety Information for PROLASTIN®-C LIQUID (alpha1-
proteinase inhibitor [human]) on page 8, and refer to full Prescribing Information.

https://www.prolastin.com/en/patients
https://www.prolastin.com/documents/7530511/7530662/Prolastin+Prescribing+Information.pdf/6b2c3082-7201-cc58-320f-29935328f762?t=1744034768380


What is Medicare?

Medicare is a federal health insurance program for people age 65 and older or individuals with certain disabilities, 
regardless of income.1,2 It’s organized into different parts.

How Medicare applies to your alpha-1 treatment3*

 �Augmentation therapy, such as PROLASTIN®-C 
LIQUID (alpha1-proteinase inhibitor [human]), may 
be covered under Part B if administered at an 
infusion center, or Part D if administered at home.

 �Your insurance provider may require prior 
authorization or additional information from you 
and your doctor before approving coverage.

 �Home infusions may have a different cost 
from infusions at a treatment center or 
doctor’s office.

 �Medicare doesn’t always cover 100% of specialty 
therapy costs. You may need supplemental 
insurance to help cover the remaining costs.

Please see Important Safety Information for PROLASTIN-C LIQUID on page 8, 
and refer to full Prescribing Information.

*Patients should verify coverage with their specific insurance plan or contact 
PROLASTIN DIRECT® for assistance.

Medicare vs Medicaid: What’s the difference?

For quick answers, check out “Busting Medicare and Medicaid myths” on page 6.

For more information, visit www.medicare.gov or call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227).
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Medicare and Medicaid are government programs that can help cover medical costs for 
eligible individuals. Understanding the differences between the programs can help you 
better manage expectations for your alpha1-antitrypsin deficiency (alpha-1) care.

 �Part A helps cover inpatient hospital stays, 
hospice care, and some home health services.

 �Part B helps cover medically necessary care, such 
as infusions, office visits, vaccines, and outpatient 
services.

 �Part C, more commonly known as Medicare 
Advantage, helps cover all the services of Parts A 
and B, often bundled with prescription drug 
benefits (Part D).

 �Part D helps cover the cost of prescription drugs, 
including some specialty medications.

https://www.prolastin.com/en/patients
https://www.prolastin.com/documents/7530511/7530662/Prolastin+Prescribing+Information.pdf/6b2c3082-7201-cc58-320f-29935328f762?t=1744034768380
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What is Medicaid?

What is dual eligibility?

Please see Important Safety Information for PROLASTIN-C LIQUID on page 8, 
and refer to full Prescribing Information.

Whether you have Medicare, Medicaid, or both, PROLASTIN DIRECT® can help you navigate 
insurance-related questions. If you receive PROLASTIN®-C LIQUID (alpha1-proteinase inhibitor 
[human]) from Accredo specialty pharmacy, call 1-833-PHONE (746-6321) for assistance. If you 
receive it from another pharmacy, contact your infusion provider.

To find eligibility requirements and resources for your state, visit www.medicaid.gov 
and look up your state’s information. 

†This information is general in nature and may not apply to your individual 
circumstances. Contact your insurance plan to determine your specific eligibility.

Medicaid is a government health insurance program 
that helps cover medical costs for people with 
limited income. It’s managed by individual states 
following federal guidelines.4

 �Eligibility is based on income levels set by each 
state.

 �Eligibility may vary by state.

 �Medicaid may cover services that Medicare 
doesn’t, such as long-term care and 
transportation to infusion centers. 

How Medicaid applies to your alpha-1 treatment

 �Prior authorization is usually required for 
augmentation therapy.3

 �Medicaid is often less expensive than private 
insurance, but fewer providers may accept it.5

 �Coverage rules for alpha-1 treatment may vary 
by state.4 

Some people may qualify for Medicare and Medicaid. 
For instance, if you’re enrolled in Medicare, your 
income level might also make you eligible for 
Medicaid. If so, your out-of-pocket costs may be lower.6

Not all providers accept both programs, and 
coordination between them may vary by state.†

How dual coverage works 

If you are enrolled in both programs, Medicare 
is your primary coverage and Medicaid your 
secondary coverage:

1.	 Your claim first goes to Medicare.
2.	 Medicare pays its portion of the claim.
3.	 The remaining amount is sent to Medicaid.
4.	 Medicaid pays its portion.
5.	 You pay any remaining balance.
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Medicare vs Medicaid: What’s the difference?
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At a glance: Medicare vs Medicaid

Medicare Medicaid

Where it 
comes from

Who’s eligible

What it may cover 

 �People 65 or older

 �Certain individuals under 65 with 
disabilities

 �People of any age with end-stage 
renal disease or ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
disease)

Parts A and B

 �Doctor visits

 �Hospital stays and emergency care

 �Hospice and some home health 
services

 �Preventive services (vaccines, 
wellness visits)

 �Augmentation therapy at an 
infusion center

Part D

 �Prescription drugs and many 
vaccines

 �Augmentation therapy at home

 �Individuals who meet their state’s 
income requirements

 �Income requirements may be 
more lenient for pregnant women 
and children

 �Many of the same services as 
Medicare

 �Long-term care

 �Transportation to medical 
services

 �Mental health services

 �Augmentation therapy at infusion 
centers (may be limited) 

 �Augmentation therapy at home

 �The federal government  �Individual states, following 
federal guidelines

Please see Important Safety Information for PROLASTIN®-C LIQUID (alpha1-
proteinase inhibitor [human]) on page 10, and refer to full Prescribing Information. 4



The different parts of Medicare

What it is

Medicare Part A Medicare Part B Medicare Part C 
(Medicare 
Advantage)

Medicare Part D

What it covers

What you pay

Hospital insurance Medical insurance 
for people aged 65 
and older

An alternative to 
original Medicare 
offered by Medicare-
approved private 
insurance companies. 
Most plans include 
Medicare Part D 
(prescription 
drug coverage)

An optional 
prescription drug 
coverage plan, 
offered as a 
standalone plan 
through private 
insurance companies 
that follow 
Medicare rules

Inpatient hospital 
care, skilled nursing 
facility care, hospice 
care, and some home 
health services

Non-hospital medical 
services, such 
as provider office 
visits, blood tests, 
and X-rays

Covers all medically 
necessary services 
included in original 
Medicare, and may 
offer extra benefits 
like vision, hearing, 
and dental

Prescription drugs

Most people age 65 
and older do not pay a 
premium for Part A

Monthly premium. 
After meeting your 
deductible, you 
typically pay about 
20% coinsurance for 
covered services

Monthly premium. 
Your out-of-pocket 
costs will depend 
on the service 
you receive

Monthly costs vary 
by plan

Please see Important Safety Information for PROLASTIN-C LIQUID (alpha1-
proteinase inhibitor [human]) on page 8, and refer to full Prescribing Information. 5
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Myth #3: Government insurance is too complicated to follow.
Truth: Most Medicare and Medicaid coverage decisions follow a structured process7:

Requests for additional information during the review are common, so you may experience occasional delays. 
Contact your insurance provider if you have questions along the way.

1.	 Your doctor prescribes your treatment and 
gathers the information needed for 
insurance review.

2.	 Your doctor or infusion provider submits a prior 
authorization request to your insurance provider, 
if required.

3.	 �Your insurance company reviews the request and 
makes a coverage decision based on your plan’s 
criteria and the information provided.

4.	 The claim is processed through Medicare and/or 
Medicaid.

Busting Medicare 
and Medicaid myths

Jesus, patient since 2016

Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) or contact your state Medicaid office to ask questions or 
check your eligibility. 

Please see Important Safety Information for PROLASTIN®-C LIQUID (alpha1-
proteinase inhibitor [human]) on page 8, and refer to full Prescribing Information. 6

To help you make informed decisions about 
your health, we want to clear up some common 
misconceptions about these programs.

Myth #1: Once I’m eligible and enrolled, everything is covered.
Truth: Coverage rules still apply, including deductibles, copays, and coinsurance.

You may still need to meet your plan’s deductible and pay copays or coinsurance. Your out-of-pocket costs for 
augmentation therapy and infusions may also be subject to coverage rules like prior authorization.

Myth #2: If I qualify for Medicare, I won’t be eligible for Medicaid.
Truth: You may qualify for both Medicare and Medicaid.

Yes, you may be eligible for both programs if you meet the requirements. Please see page 3 for information about 
dual eligibility.

https://www.prolastin.com/en/patients
https://www.prolastin.com/documents/7530511/7530662/Prolastin+Prescribing+Information.pdf/6b2c3082-7201-cc58-320f-29935328f762?t=1744034768380


How to take an active role in your coverage

Learn all you can about 
your coverage.

Ask questions early.

Reach out to PROLASTIN 
DIRECT®.

A good place to start is your insurance provider’s 
website. Find out if you’re eligible for Medicare or 
Medicaid and explore your options. If you’re already 
enrolled in Medicare, determine whether you have 
original Medicare (Parts A and B) or a Medicare 
Advantage plan (Part C).

Call your insurance provider directly if you have 
questions.

Asking the right questions early can help you avoid 
delays in coverage, long call times, and unnecessary 
stress.

Questions to ask your insurance provider
 �Is augmentation therapy covered under Medicare 
Part B (medical) or Part D (pharmacy)?

 �What out-of-pocket costs should I expect this year? 
 �Do I qualify for financial assistance?
 �Do I need prior authorization for 
my treatment?

 �Are there restrictions on where I can 
receive infusions?

Questions to ask your healthcare provider
 �Who submits the information for 
prior authorization?

 �Do I need to provide any information for that?
 �Where will infusions take place?  

Check out our downloadable Understanding Health 
Insurance guide for more information.

PROLASTIN DIRECT is a comprehensive patient 
support program that provides personalized support 
every step of the way. Experts are available to verify 
insurance coverage, set up pharmacy services and 
infusion supplies, and more.

When you are prescribed PROLASTIN®-C LIQUID 
(alpha1-proteinase inhibitor [human]), you are 
automatically enrolled in PROLASTIN DIRECT, giving 
you access to the following:

 �Personalized support as you start and continue 
your treatment

 �Patient Access Liaisons (PALs)—reimbursement 
and coverage specialists who can help you 
understand your options and provide general 
education about insurance coverage, 
reimbursement, and access matters related to 
PROLASTIN-C LIQUID.

 �Information about financial assistance and 
affordability

If you receive PROLASTIN-C LIQUID 
from Accredo specialty pharmacy, call 
1-833-PHONE (746-6321) for assistance. 
If you receive it from another pharmacy, 
contact your infusion provider.

Please see Important Safety Information for PROLASTIN-C LIQUID on page 8, 
and refer to full Prescribing Information.

You don’t need to know everything about health insurance, but understanding more can 
help. We’re here to point you in the right direction when you need answers.
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Important Safety Information

PROLASTIN®-C LIQUID is an alpha1-proteinase inhibitor (human) (alpha1-PI) indicated for chronic augmentation 
and maintenance therapy in adults with clinical evidence of emphysema due to severe hereditary deficiency of 
alpha1-PI (alpha1-antitrypsin deficiency).

Limitations of Use

• �The effect of augmentation therapy with any alpha1-PI, including PROLASTIN-C LIQUID, on pulmonary 
exacerbations and on the progression of emphysema in alpha1-PI deficiency has not been conclusively 
demonstrated in randomized, controlled clinical trials

• �Clinical data demonstrating the long-term effects of chronic augmentation or maintenance therapy with 
PROLASTIN-C LIQUID are not available

• �PROLASTIN-C LIQUID is not indicated as therapy for lung disease in patients in whom severe alpha1-PI 
deficiency has not been established

PROLASTIN-C LIQUID is contraindicated in immunoglobulin A (IgA)-deficient patients with antibodies against IgA or 
patients with a history of anaphylaxis or other severe systemic reaction to alpha1-PI products.

Hypersensitivity reactions, including anaphylaxis, may occur. Monitor vital signs and observe the patient carefully 
throughout the infusion. If hypersensitivity symptoms occur, promptly stop PROLASTIN-C LIQUID infusion and 
begin appropriate therapy.

Because PROLASTIN-C LIQUID is made from human plasma, it may carry a risk of transmitting infectious agents, 
eg, viruses, the variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCJD) agent, and, theoretically, the Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
(CJD) agent. This also applies to unknown or emerging viruses and other pathogens.

The most common adverse reactions during PROLASTIN-C LIQUID clinical trials in >5% of subjects were diarrhea 
and fatigue, each of which occurred in 2 subjects (6%).

Please see full Prescribing Information for PROLASTIN-C LIQUID.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit http://www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
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